DRAFT MINUTES

BERRY  POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on TUESDAY 11th August  2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett. Cllr.John Mills. Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper. Cllr.Barbara King. Cllr. Garry Winstone
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
There were approximately 111 members of the public present including County & District Cllrs. Invited Guests: MP Caroline Voaden, Cllr David Thomas – Leader Torbay Council, Cllr Simon Rake – Deputy Leader SHDC & Berry Pomeroy County Cllr.  Mr Drew Powell – SHDC Director of Place, Governance and Regulatory Services)
The first one hour of the Public Participation as published, was dedicated to the Residents of Berry Pomeroy only so their voices could be heard by the invited Guests and their questions regarding the LGR could be answered. There were some interruptions from visitors who were not residents which was disappointing. 
The full Report is available on the Parish Council’s Website or via request from the Clerk. www.berrypomeroyparishcouncil.gov.uk  or email: clerk@berrypomeroyparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Chair invited the District/County Cllrs present to provide their reports and short verbal reports were given by County Cllr Hodgson and District Cllr Penfold.
There were no questions from members of the public other than one member of the public asking if the Council was ‘happy with the pink slip preferences given to residents on entry’. The Clerk and the Council confirmed they were satisfied, however, this was purely to give the Parish Council an indication from those present as well as previously received preferences to enable the PC to make their decisions regarding its position regarding LGR and Berry Pomeroy’s placement within the Torbay Unitary. 

1. 11.08.26  - Apologies: None
1. 11.08.26  - Declarations of Interest: None
1. 11.08.26  - Approval of the Minutes: of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23.06.26 were deferred as the Minutes although completed & approved, were not available in hard-copy for signature. They will be signed at the next Parish Council Meeting. 
1. 11.08.26  Discussion and vote reference BPPCs position regarding the LGR . All Cllrs had received the Discussion papers a week prior to the meeting. The majority preference of the residents was read out – resulting in the preference that the whole PARISH of BERRY POMEROY’s transition was into the DEVON COAST AND COUNTRYSIDE UNITARY. The Chair, requested the Clerk read out the options as unfortunately he had left his glasses behind, Cllr Hodgson offered hers but to no avail. The Clerk read the options to which Cllrs had been provided which were :
Option 1. BPPCs Bridgetown Ward to be split from the Parish and transist into the DC&Countryside:  NO VOTES
Option 2: To remain in the Torbay Unitary: 1 VOTE
Option 3: To transist into the DC&Countryside Unitary: 5 VOTES
It was therefore, RESOLVED that Berry Pomeroy Parish Council be placed within the Devon Coast & Countryside Unitary. It was agreed the Clerk would now forward the results to Government, SHDC, Torbay Council and our MP.
Cllr Hooper wished it be noted that his vote was for BPPC to remain in the Torbay Unitary as declared by the Government on 16th July 2026. 
1. 11.08.26  Clerk’s Report: 
	1. Correspondence was read and actioned 
	2.  The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed and signed off by the Chair on behalf of the Council. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
24th June 2026 to 11th August 2026
(Main Account as at: 24th June 2026	  				£27,196.60)

Main Account as at: 24th July 2026					£25,332.72
Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2026	   			£  4,376.38
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.07.26	 £29,709.10

INCOME:   JULY/AUGUST 2026					 		 £NIL	

EXPENDITURE JULY/AUGUST 2026 
21.07.26 Santander Bank Charges     						£4.99
Direct Debit: SHDC – Election Charges						£2,371.82
Cheque Payments
11.08.26  Chq. No:  890 SLCC  HMRC PAYE 					£528.06
11.08.26  Chq.No:   891 Lengthsman July/Aug				          £650.00
11.08.26  Chq. No.  892 Devon County Council – Internal Audit	          £1,083.00
11.08.26  Chq. No.  893 – Community Engagement (printing/postage)       £1,196.00
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – July/Aug ‘26			£3,457.06
Clerk’s Salary  July 2026 via S/O							£679.76
Approved & signed by the Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett on behalf of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council.
3.  It was unanimously agreed to further defer the approval of the Parish Councils Policies and Procedures to a future meeting 
4.  External Basic Audit has been requested by PKF Littlejohn. 
6.   11.08.26   Date of Next Meeting:  It was Unanimously agreed to defer the next meeting until such time as there was a major update on the LGR situation. The Clerk will keep Cllrs informed and the next meeting will be arranged accordingly.  
There being no further business, The Chair closed the meeting at 22:00hr approx
Signed:……………………………………………………….Date: tbc
Cllr Graham Bennett, Chair.

