DRAFT MINUTES

BERRY  POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on TUESDAY 23rd June  2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett. Cllr.John Mills. Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper. Cllr.Barbara King. Cllr. Garry Winstone
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
There were no members of the public present and no District or County Cllrs present. Reports received had been circulated prior. 
1. 23.06.26  - Apologies: Cllrs Penfold & Rake
1. 23.06.26  - Declarations of Interest: None
1. 23.06.26  - Approval of the Minutes: of the Parish Council (AGM) Meeting held on 26.05.26 were approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council.
1. 23.06.26   The Chair, Cllr Graham Bennett welcomed our new Cllrs, Cllr Barbara King & Cllr. Garry Winstone. 
1. 23.06.26   The new Cllrs signed their Acceptance of Office in front of the Clerk as did Cllr. John Mills, in acceptance of his elected role of Vice Chair. 
     6.	23.06.26   Play Park Update: The Playpark installers are going to complete the snagging of the newly installed equipment and make good the ground areas surrounding the tower. We are still awaiting contact with the Groundswork Installer. Cllr Bennett will chase. 
    7.  23.06.26  Clerk’s Report: 
	1. Correspondence was read and actioned
	2. Vexatious Communications: It was confirmed that over 45 vexatious emails had been received over the last 8 weeks from just two individuals. All have been placed in the appropriate file and the relevant authorities informed and provided copies. 
	3.  The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed and signed off by the Chair on behalf of the Council. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
27th May 2026 to 23rd June 2026
Main Account as at: 24th May 2026	  				£29,311.54
Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2026	   			£  4,376.38
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.05.26	 £33,687.92


INCOME:   MAY 2026					 		 £NIL	
EXPENDITURE MAY/JUNE 2026 
05.05.26 Direct Debit SHDC Payroll Services					£120.00  
20.05.26 Santander Bank Charges     						£9.98
Cheque Payments
26.05.26  Chq. No:  886  SLCC  Annual Subscription				£150.00
23.06.26   Chq.No:  887 BP V/Hall – Meeting rental from 09/24 to Nov’26   £525.00
23.06.26  Chq. No.  888 Lengthsman duties 					£632.45
23.06.26  Chq. No.  889 Stamps   8x 2nd & 8 x 1st				£21.68
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – May/June ‘26			£1,329.13
Clerk’s Salary  June 2026 via S/O							£679.76

	4.  Cllr Flay and the Clerk will attend the Totnes Clerks & Members Cluster LGR Meeting. 
	5.  It was unanimously agreed to defer the approval of the Parish Councils Policies and Procedures to a future meeting, however, the Communications Policy and the Asset Management Policies were approved and signed off by the Parish Council. The Communications Policy to remain as approved especially in light of the vexatious communications received and the knowledge that Cllrs personal information had been given without authorisation which resulted in defamatory letters being received by the Cllrs. The relevant authorities have been informed and copies provided. The Communications Policy was further endorsed by new legislation that Cllrs personal details were no longer permitted to be held by any Council (including District/County), the Clerk provided forms to be completed by each Cllr and sent to the Deputy Monitoring Officer. 
        6.  There was a late Planning Application: 1279/26/FUL Subdivision of Unit 6 to create 2 separate dwellings and associated works. Higher Weston Farm. Totnes. APPROVED.
   8.   23.05.26   AGAR – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE APPROVAL & SIGN OFF: It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve and sign off the AGAR. The Clerk & Chair signed the appropriate documents accordingly. The Clerk informed the Council, that the Internal Audit had also been completed successfully and that the Council had yet again received, top marks, i.e. Substantial Assurance. All documents will be published on the Parish Council Website.  
  9.   23.06.26   Date of Next Meeting:  Unanimously agreed to be held on TUESDAY 4th August 2026 at 7.15pm at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall. 
There being no further business, The Chair closed the meeting at 20:18hrs


Signed:……………………………………………………….Date: 4th August 2026
Cllr Graham Bennett, Chair.


