BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council on 

Thursday 3rd January 2019 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Cllr J Mills (Chairman)

Cllr D Hooper (Vice-Chairman) 

      
Cllr N Boughton



Cllr S Misselbrook

Cllr M Perring
County Councillor J Hawkins

District Councillor J Birch

District Councillor J Green
Also present Mrs T Rowe, Clerk to the Parish Council.
1.  (01.19)   APOLOGIES: were received from Cllr M Hannaford.
2. (01.19)  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
There were none.

3. (01.19)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 

The minutes of the Parish Council held on 6th December 2018 were agreed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman. 
4. (01.19)      MATTERS ARISING:
a) No Right Turn at True Street–The Clerk had written to Devon County Council objecting to the proposal but adding that if this plan went ahead an exception should be made for agricultural vehicles.
Cllr Birch showed the meeting a map from the original Section 106 agreement for the Great Court Farm development, which showed a no right turn into Weston Lane from Totnes and a no right turn from Paignton into Weston Lane making Weston Lane one way.  Cllr Green and Cllr Birch would be meeting with Richard Jackson from Devon County Council on 16th January 2019 at 9.00am at Follaton House in the Cary Room and would discuss this matter.  They suggested that a Councillor from Berry Pomeroy Parish Council should attend; Cllrs Hooper and Perring would attend.
The Chairman told the meeting that he still thought that a past proposal for a roundabout at the True Street junction was a good idea.  Cllr Hooper added that there had been no accidents at Weston Lane but there had been several accidents at True Street.  The meeting agreed that a no right turn from Paignton into True Street was still needed and that they did not want a no right turn at the bottom of Weston Lane particularly as traffic would have to go 4 times as far, contributing to air pollution problems in the area.
The Clerk would send a letter from the Parish Council to Cllrs Birch and Green stating their views on what was required along this stretch of road.
b) Park Field Close Play Area –Heads of terms for the transfer of the play area to the Parish Council were awaited from the District Council.
c) Extension of the AONB – Roger English the District Council’s AONB officer was to attend the Parish Council meeting on 7th February to discuss the extension of the AONB and protection of green spaces in the Parish.  Cllr Birch had met with officers from the District Council concerning the extension of the AONB.  All Local Authorities had been invited to comment on the process for applications to amend the boundary of an AONB; under the current process an application could take up to 10 years.  South Hams District Council was asking for the process to be simplified.  Cllr Mills explained that the Parish Council wanted to extend the present boundary to include all of Broadmoor in order to protect the landscape and the Iron Age settlements therein.
d) Bus Shelter in Dukes Road – Cllr Misselbrook told the meeting that she had met that day with Cllr Hawkins, Lisa Edmonds from the Highway Authority and Mark Phillips from the County Council.  There had been some debate as to the ownership of the bus shelter in Dukes Road, although the meeting confirmed that this was the property of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council.  The current site of the bus stop was convenient for those using “Bob the Bus” now the only bus service using Dukes Road.
This would not be a possible site for a reconditioned bus shelter from the County Council as these were only being supplied to new sites.

The group had also looked at the overgrown leylandii hedges and brambles blocking the footpath but it was not known if the responsible authority would be Devon County Council or the housing association; Lisa Edmonds would investigate.
e) State of the village hedges, verges and walls in Berry Pomeroy – The meeting again agreed that this was a cause for concern and hedges in the village had still not been cut.  Cllr Boughton would report the problem to a village resident who was an employee of the tenant farmer.
f) Memorial Tree for Cllr Nicholls.
Cllr Mills had not had an opportunity to discuss the site of a memorial tree with the Duke of Somerset since the last meeting.
5. (01.19) POLICE.
There was no Police report.  
6. (01.19) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.
A Neighbourhood Plan meeting had been called for 14th February 2019 at the Village Hall.  Cllr Misselbrook had looked at other Parish Neighbourhood Plans and told the meeting that it would be possible to produce a simple plan.  Cllr Birch commended Ugborough Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan to the Parish Council which had just been approved and could be adapted.  Cllr Misselbrook asked those present to bring ideas and areas for inclusion to the next meeting.
7. (01.19) REPORTS.
Report of District Councillor John Green.
Cllr Green told the meeting that the District Council’s air quality action plan would be open for another consultation in April 2019 and he asked the Parish Council to put their ideas forward for this.

Cllr Green reported on the District Council’s appointment of an outside contractor for the waste and recycling service from April 2019.  By the end of 2020 it was hoped that a completely new collection system would have been implemented to include items such as glass for collection.

Report of District Councillor John Birch.

Cllr Birch reported that in the past developers had used South Hams District Council’s lack of a 5 year land supply for housing as an excuse to override some planning laws.  This argument would no longer be available to use.
The move of Catherine House Surgery in Totnes from one side of the road to the other to new premises, which had been objected to by the Environment Agency under the grounds of flooding risk, had now received planning permission and the Environment Agency objections had been overcome.

An application had been received by the District Council to convert the empty listed Barclays Bank building in Totnes into a coffee house with 120 covers; this would bring the number of establishments serving coffee in Totnes to over 50. 

The meeting agreed that this was preferable to an empty building.
Cllr Hawkins arrived at 8.20pm  

Report of County Councillor Jonathan Hawkins
Cllr Hawkins told the meeting that following the meeting that day to discuss the bus shelter in Dukes Road it would not be possible for a reconditioned shelter from the County Council to be used, as this was not a new site.  He suggested that the Parish Council could contact Totnes Town Council to enquire if this shelter could be added to their contract with Fernbank.  However, the meeting felt this was not a suitable site as the only service to use this was “Bob the Bus”.  Cllr Birch offered to contact the Chair of the “Bob the Bus” service to ascertain the number of passengers from this stop.  The Parish Council would then consider repairs to the existing shelter.
Cllr Hawkins told the meeting that Lisa Edmonds was to investigate the ownership of the overgrown Leylandii hedge in Dukes Road, although this part of the road came under the area of another Highways officer.

The road by the Great Court Farm development was to be resurfaced when the development was complete.  Members asked if the Section 106 monies from Great Court Farm could be put towards a replacement bus shelter in Dukes Road but this was not possible.  Cllr Green suggested that bus stops near the main road could be added to the air quality action plan through their encouragement of the use of public transport.
8. (01.19)   PLANNING.
3922/18/TCA – Works to tree in a conservation area T1 Willow – crown height reduction by approximately 7m lateral reduction by approximately 6m on the west side – The Old Vicarage, Berry Pomeroy TQ9 6LH.

Recommend Approval.
3961/18/HHO – Householder application for extension to dwelling – 35 Courtfield, Totnes, TQ9 5RG

Recommend Approval.
The Chairman circulated a copy of a map of proposals to move footpath 6 currently running through Berry Farm yard to a route through a field opposite the cemetery and along the Totnes Show field.  This was only a draft for comments from the Parish Council and had yet to be submitted to Devon County Council by the land owner.  Members agreed that this would be a good idea to protect the public from animals in the farm yard.
9. (01.19) FINANCE 
Payments
The following items were approved for payment at the meeting:-       
                                                                                                                                                                                                     £

Mrs T Rowe - Clerk net salary for December 2018 -  


156.76


      
      Clerk’s Office allowance – December



    9.00











    165.76

HMRC  -  December   



   
                                     39.20

Stephen Holley – Lengthsman 24th Oct – 19th Dec 18


    250.00

Bank Balances

Balance on Business A/C   24th December 2018                                   £5,369.67
Balance on Savings A/C     2nd July 2018                                              £4,221.04

         £9,590.71

10. (01.19)   BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2019/20.                                                                                                          

The Clerk distributed copies of a draft budget for 2019/20 together with comparative figures for 2018/19.  
The meeting noted the inclusion of £500 for Parish Council election costs and the increase in the figure set aside for the Lengthsman costs.  The Clerk circulated a copy of the District Council Tax bases for 2019/20 which indicated the increase in the Band D equivalent properties for Berry Pomeroy.
Members considered the draft budget for 2019/2020 and it was proposed by 

Cllr Boughton and seconded by Cllr Hooper that that the budget be accepted 

and that application be made to South Hams District Council, being the 
charging authority for the District including the Parish of Berry Pomeroy, for 
payment of the sum of £7,500 being the amount due under precept to meet the 
General Expenses of the said Parish for the financial year 2019/20.

11. (01.19)  CORRESPONDENCE.
The following items of correspondence had been received:-
1) Details of a new multi million pound contract which had been approved by South Hams District Council for recycling, waste and cleansing services enabling the Council to save over £3 million pounds over the life of the contract and improve environmental impact. The new services would be delivered to a high standard from 1st April 2019 as part of a new partnership agreement with a private company. 

2) An email giving road works information from Devon County Council and suggesting that parishes could access data on road works in their area through roadworks.org and giving details of an online form for snow wardens in the County scheme to apply online for further salt this year.

3) Notification from South Hams District Council that precept requests must be made by 1st February 2019; the Council tax support grant for 2019/20 being £430 for Berry Pomeroy.

4) Notice from South Hams District Council that paper copies of planning applications will no longer be sent to Parish Councils from 1st April 2019.  The meeting discussed options for viewing plans at meetings after 1st April 2019 including applying for use of the school’s WiFi network in the village hall for a financial consideration and Councillors viewing plans online before the meeting.  
5) The Parish Paths Partnership winter newsletter had been received together with a request for forms to be completed for finance applications by 11th February 2019; Cllr Perring would complete the P3 forms before the next meeting.
6) An invitation for the Parish Council to take up membership of the CPRE at an annual cost of £36.00 had been received.  This would be added as a payment for the next meeting.

12. (01.19) HIGHWAYS & FOOTPATHS.
Cllr Boughton reported that a sofa had been dumped in the lay-by on the main road into the village; the Clerk would report this to South Hams District Council.
13. (01.19) BUSINESS AT DISCRETION OF THE CHAIR – (For noting only). 
There was none.

14. (01.19) NEXT MEETING
7th February 2019 in the Village Hall from 7.30 pm 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Signed ……………………………… 7th February 2019   (Cllr J Mills, Chairman) 
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