BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL.

Minutes of Meeting of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Thursday 15th March
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.
MEMBERS PRESENT:Cllr J Mills (Chairman)
Cllr D Hooper (Vice-Chairman) 

      
Cllr G Bennett

Cllr N Boughton 
Cllr M Hannaford
Cllr S Misselbrook

County Councillor J Hodgson 

District Councillor T Pennington.
Also present Mrs T Rowe, Clerk to the Parish Council.
The Chairman thanked those present for attending following the postponement of the parish Council meeting which had been scheduled for 1st March 2018.

1.  (03.18)   APOLOGIES: were received from Cllr M Perring, 

County Councillor Hawkins, and District Councillors Birch and Vint.
2. (03.18)  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
Cllr Bennett declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 4 – Works to War Memorial and took no part in the discussions on this item.
3. (03.18)    MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 

The minutes of the Parish Council held on 1st February 2018 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
4. (03.18)      MATTERS ARISING
a) Adoption of the telephone box –Cllr Boughton told the meeting that the refurbishment of the kiosk, agreed at a previous meeting, would be put on hold until after Easter.  Copies of information on the possible purchase of a defibrillator which could be installed in the telephone kiosk were distributed at the meeting. Cllr Boughton explained that the company mentioned Heartswell was based in Plymouth and worked with the British Heart Foundation.  Advice could be sought from the Red Cross and the Police on the placing of the defibrillator and security measures were available to protect the device from vandalism or theft.
Cllr Boughton told the meeting that a fundraising event was being held the next day at the Village Hall.  Cllr Hannaford told the meeting that he had information on the training available.  The meeting agreed that the siting of the defibrillator cabinet needed further consideration and might be better placed at the church or the Village Hall.
b) Councillor vacancies – Two candidates for the vacancies were present at the meeting – Mr Graham Bennett and Mrs Sue Misselbrook.
It was proposed by Cllr Hannaford and seconded by Cllr Boughton and agreed by the members present that Mrs Sue Misselbrook be co-opted as a member of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council for the Bridgetown Ward.

It was proposed by Cllr Boughton and seconded by Cllr Hooper and agreed by the members present that Mr Graham Bennett be co-opted as a member of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council for the Berry Pomeroy Ward.

c) No Right Turn at True Street and Provision of “Give Way” sign at Berry Pomeroy roundabout – Cllr Hooper and Cllr Boughton had raised these items with County Councillor Hawkins at a recent tour of the Parish with an officer from Devon County Highways.  Cllr Hawkins would take these matters forward.
d) Double yellow lines in Bourton Lane – Although Devon County Council had agreed to these being put in place they had still not been painted in and parked cars at this point were continually causing problems to lorries making deliveries to properties in Bourton Lane; the Clerk would raise this again with Highways.
Cllr Hodgson arrived at 7.55pm

e) War Memorial – the Chairman read out the specification for the work at the War memorial and details of two quotations received for the works.
The Clerk told the meeting that the Town and Parish Fund grant towards these works was £1455.40.  It was proposed by Cllr Hannaford and seconded by Cllr Hooper and agreed by the meeting that the quotation from GMB Garden Maintenance for £1516.66 be accepted.
f) Permissive Footpath sign at True Street – the Clerk had requested a replacement top for the sign which had the word “permissive” painted out from Devon Rights of Way.
5. (03.18) POLICE.
No incidents had been reported on the Police website.  Cllr Pennington told the meeting that he was concerned that heavy goods vehicles were using the road between Marldon and Berry Pomeroy against the 7.5 tonne weight restriction.  Members were mindful that construction traffic from Barton Pines was allowed to use this road.  The Clerk would report this matter to the Police.
6. (03.18) REPORTS
Report of County Councillor Jacqi Hodgson

Cllr Hodgson had emailed a full report which had been circulated to members.

Cllr Hodgson had surveyed the Bridgetown ward roads in the Parish with Darren Cole the County Highways officer; Cllr Hodgson had a “pothole” fund of £31,500 for repairs to rural roads.  They had looked at Weston Lane but this was the developer’s responsibility during construction works.
Cllr Hopper reported that Devon County Highways had repaired one third of Weston Lane but had not completed the works.
Cllr Hodgson had asked Highways to get costings for the worst areas.
Cllr Hodgson had also raised the missing yellow lines at Bourton Lane and the “no right turn” at True Street with County Highways officers.

Cllr Hopper asked Cllr Hodgson to report that the developers Bakers were taking down hedges at the Great Court Farm development to widen the road.

Cllr Bennett told Cllr Hodgson that on the road from Berry Pomeroy Church to Longcombe Cross a culvert was collapsing under the road; the Clerk would report this online.

Cllr Hodgson told the meeting that a planning consultation would be taking place from 16th April 2018 for 6 weeks concerning the South Hams Special Area of Conservation which would protect an area of 3km around the roosts of Greater Horseshoe Bats.  Cllr Pennington added that South Hams District Council had agreed that all parishes would be consulted on this planning document.

Report of District Councillor Trevor Pennington

Cllr Pennington reported on the District Council Budget – Main Features:-
1. Council tax increase = £5 per annum =3.2% Council Tax.  The Council Tax requirement for South Hams was £6,072,207.
2. On a Band D property South Hams only retained £160 of the total Council tax on a Band D property (£3 per week) out of £1600, i.e., 9%; the rest went to Devon County Council, Police Service and Fire Service.

3. Savings – paying for entry to public toilets or asking parishes to take them over.

4. Increasing parking charges by 2%.

5. Future budget deficit for 2020/21 is forecast at £600,000.

6. Central Government grant has been reduced from £4m a year to zero.
7. Total savings were approximately £689,000 to give a balanced budget.
7. (03.18)  FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Cllr Boughton had put up posters to ask parishioners for their views on youth provision in the Parish.  The Parish Council was keen to support Youth Services and Cllr Hodgson explained that she chaired the Totnes and Rural Area Youth Engagement group (T.R.A.Y.E.).  The group had just expanded into Rattery and Harberton and cost approximately £6,500 per parish per year.
Cllr Boughton stated that Berry Pomeroy residents needed to be informed of facilities that were available which did not happen at present.  The Totnes Team from the local churches had started a regular newsletter of events and something similar was needed for Youth services.  Cllr Hodgson told the meeting that the current three parishes in the project had 155 regular attendees at their events.
8. (03.18)   PLANNING.
Consideration was given to the following planning applications:-
0222/18/FUL – Removal of existing raised entrance steps and replacement with new entrance lobby and conversion of garage to office, construction of new driveway and parking court, additional office space to accommodate 2 new employees in association with the expansion of the applicants current businesses – Weatheracre House, Fleet Mill to Longcombe, Longcombe.
Recommend Approval.
	0661/18/FUL - Alterations to exterior and interior of new dwelling as approved under consent 03/1937/15/AGDPA, including extension of residential cartilage and erection of garage/plant room with pv panels - Building At Sx 826 631 Uphempston Farm Barn, Uphempston Farm, Littlehempston 


Cllr Hannaford was concerned that the works be carried out at the correct time of year so as not to disturb the swallows breeding at the site.
Recommend Approval.
Cllr Hodgson told the meeting that the application for the 9 houses at the rear of Berry Pomeroy School had not been decided yet and she thanked the Parish Council for their comments.  Cllr Pennington added that there would be a full site meeting and the application would be considered by the Development Control Committee at the District Council.
9. (03.18) FINANCE
The following payments were approved by the meeting:-
                                                                                                         £
Payments
The following items are submitted for approval and payment at the 15th March  2018 meeting:-

                                                                                                                 £

          Mrs T Rowe - Clerk net salary for February 2018 -  

152.47

Clerk’s Office allowance (£9.00 per month)



 
September to February – 6 months


  54.00












    206.47

HMRC (£190.80 - £172.20)





   
      18.60

Stephen Holley – Lengthsman






      82.50
N. B. - HMRC advised that Berry Pomeroy’s account showed a credit at 

31st October 2017 of £172.20 at and therefore no HMRC payments were due until this was cleared.  HMRC for October would have been £38.20, November £38.20, December £38.00, January £38.20 and February £38.20 (Total £190.80).
Bank Balances

Balance on Business A/C   26th December 2017                               £6,253.03
Balance on Savings A/C     3rd July 2017                                          £4,206.57


   £10,459.60
10. (03.18)  CORRESPONDENCE.
A letter giving details of the South Devon AONB Management Plan Review had been received and the members of the Parish Council were asked to complete survey forms, which were distributed at the meeting.
11. (03.18) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.
Cllr Boughton told the meeting that the Parish Council were not able to take this forward at present but would consider individual projects that had been raised.  Views of parishioners could be sought at the Annual Parish Meeting which would be held at 7 p.m. before the start of the Annual Council meeting on 3rd May 2018.
12. (03.18) HIGHWAYS & FOOTPATHS
The meeting was concerned about the lack of gritting during the recent bad weather, this had been left too late to start.
13. (03.18) BUSINESS AT DISCRETION OF THE CHAIR – None.
14. (03.18)  CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS - None.
15. (03.18) NEXT MEETING
5th April 2018 in the VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm
Signed ………………………………… 5th April 2018     (J. Mills, Chairman) 
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