DRAFT MINUTES

BERRY  POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council ANNUAL Meeting
held on TUESDAY 26th May  2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett  Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper. 
District (Ward) Cllr. Sam Penfold.  County Cllr Simon Rake

4 Members of the Public
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
Prior to both the Parish AGM & the Parish Council AGM the out-going Chair gave his Annual Report – copies of the report are available online at www.berrypomeroyparishcouncil.gov.uk or via request from the Clerk – clerk@berrypomeroyparishcouncil.gov.uk
AGENDA – SECTION 1
1. 26.05.26  - Welcome: The Clerk welcomed those present and thanked the out-going Chair for his Report.  
2. 26.05.26   - Election of Chair: Nominations for the Election of Chair to Berry Pomeroy Parish Council. Cllr Graham Bennett was proposed by Cllr Flay and seconded by Cllr.Hooper. After a show of hands, Cllr Graham Bennett accepted and was duly elected as Chair to Berry Pomeroy Parish Council. 
3. 26.05.26  - Election of Vice Chair: The re-elected Chair, Cllr Graham Bennett, called for nominations for Vice Chair and duly proposed Cllr John Mills (although not present had declared his intention to stay on the Council and if the Council so wished, was prepared to be re-elected as Vice Chair of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council). Cllr Hooper seconded the proposal, the vote was unanimous and Cllr John Mills was duly elected as Vice Chair to Berry Pomeroy Parish Council.
4. 26.05.26  - Apologies: Cllr Mills
5. 26.05.26  - Declarations of Interest: None
6. 26.05.26  - Approval of the Minutes: of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th April 2026 were approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council.

STANDING ORDERS WERE SUSPENDED

Cllr Penfold gave a further brief update & offered help regarding the caravan & fly tipping. 
District & County Reports had been submitted and circulated to members prior to the Meeting. 
Cllr Rake gave his report later during the meeting. 

Members of the public asked questions not relevant to the Agenda and were requested to desist. It was explained that the Public were only permitted to ask questions which were on the agenda and had been submitted prior to the meeting. They were also advised that the Chair’s opening Report detailed housekeeping and highlighted items which could not be discussed to which all in attendance had heard.


STANDING ORDERS RE-INSTATED
7.	26.05.26   Officer Appointments:  
1. Personnel Officer x 1 – it was unanimously RESOLVED to carry on with one Officer who is the Chair. Proposed by Cllr Flay & seconded by Cllr. Hooper
2. Police Advocate: No Cllr had the time to commit to these meetings and it was RESOLVED the Clerk would attend when able to do so. 
3. Open Spaces/Bridgetown Community Hall Officer: It was unanimously RESOLVED to amalgamate the two roles and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr Flay would carry on with those duties.
4. Clerk’s delegated roles: It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk’s delegated roles would continue. Proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded jointly by Cllrs Hooper & Flay. 
8.	26.05.26   Review of Council Policies & Procedures: It was unanimously RESOLVED to defer the Review until the June meeting as the Review clashed again with the Internal Audit which must take priority. It was agreed, if time permitted, to Review the Policies/Procedures at the June Meeting. Once audited, the Annual Accounts along with the AGAR will be published on the Parish Council’s Website. 
9. 	26.05.26   Approval of the Annual Accounts & Sign-Off:  It was RESOLVED that the Annual Accounts, having been submitted prior to Members, were unanimously agreed and then signed off by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. Proposed by Cllr. Bennett & seconded by Cllrs. Hooper & Flay. 
10.	26.05.26  Clerk’s Report: The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the meeting. All agreed and the Report signed off by the Chair on behalf of the Council along with the amended Standing Order to cover the Clerk’s increased monthly hours which required two signatories to sign & duly signed. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
15th April 2026 to 26th May 2026
Main Account as at: 24th April 2026	  				£31,108.01
*Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2025	   			£  4,376.38
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.04.26	 £35,484.39


INCOME:   April 2026 Precept Payment					  £13,670.00	
EXPENDITURE APRIL/MAY 2026 
14.04.26    Chq.No:  880 Lengthsman						£215.00  
14.04.26    Chq.No:  881 Clerk’s Salary Adjustment (new allowance)	£22.00
26.05.26   Chq. No:  882  Clerk’s Salary Adjustment (additional hrs)		£139.12
26.05.26   Chq.No:   883   The Play Inspection Company 
(post installation inspection of Parkfield Play Park)				£390.00
26.05.26   Chq.No:  884  Community First Insurance (Annual Renew)	£446.07
26.05.26   Chq,No:  885  Lengthsman						£305.00
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – April/May ‘26			£1,517.19
Clerk’s Salary  April 2026								£574.80
Clerk’s Salary  May  2026								£596.80
Note: Clerk’s Standing Order to be amended to include the increase in hours to 12 hrs per week as per the agreed Budget for 2026/27 – amount per month from 20th April 2026 = £679.76. Bank Letter to be signed off. 
										
	Parkfield Play Park: The Play Park Inspection Company had, just last week, carried out the Post-installation Inspection, which raised some snagging issues. The Play equipment installers were returning to rectify. Some of the Ground Works needed attention and it was agreed to contact the Contractor to make good. The Play Park will open once these issues have been resolved. It was the Parish Council’s duty of care to ensure the Park was 100% safe for children to use, there was absolutely no margin for error on this regardless of the calls for the Park to be opened now. 
	Correspondence/Communication: There had been a complaint regarding the Caravan. Cllr Penfold will assist. 
	Domestic Bins had been left in the road by a resident on Weston Lane – now the hedge was growing around the bins. It is requested that they are removed and only put out on Collection days. The Clerk to liaise with a member of the public to assist. 
	Notice of Vacancy Update: All Notices bar one had now been received and the two seats will go to Election on Thursday 18th June 2026. Members were informed that only residents on the electoral roll within the Village Ward were permitted to vote. Those residents would receive a polling card from SHDC in due Course. 3 Candidates had put their names forward and the formal Notifications would be published the next day on the Parish Council’s Website and placed on the Parish Council Notice Boards. 
	There had been no comments submitted from Cllrs for discussion.
Members of the public had to be reminded that during the meeting proper, they are not permitted to talk and were there as observers only. The Public Forum session, prior to the meeting proper was the time they could speak with regards to items on the Agenda only. Any other queries/questions  should be directed via email to Clerk prior to a meeting. The Council cannot make decisions during the Public Forum. 
11.   26.05.26   Date of Next Meeting:   The Clerk explained the AGAR would need to be agreed and signed off at the latest by 23rd June 2026. It was, therefore, RESOLVED that the next meeting would be Tuesday 23rd June 2026 at 7.15pm. It was further agreed, that there would be no July meeting of the Parish Council. 
There being no further business, The Chair closed the meeting at 20:38hrs


Signed:……………………………………………………….Date: 23rd June 2026
Cllr Graham Bennett, Chair.







