DRAFT MINUTES

BERRY  POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on TUESDAY 14th April  2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett (Chair) Cllr. John Mills (Vice-Chair) Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper. Cllr. Sam Penfold
County Cllrs Cllrs Rake/Hodgson  
District Cllr. Georgina Allen. County Cllrs Rake & Hodgson
2 Members of the Public
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
District & County Reports were given and had been distributed prior to the meeting. Reports, where available, can be requested from the Clerk on request. 
				STANDING ORDERS . 
1.	14.04.26   Apologies:  None
2.  	14.04.26   Declaration of Interests:    Cllr Penfold - Ref Item 5 (4)
3.	14.04.26   Approval of the Minutes of BPPC Meeting held:  Tuesday 3rd March 2026, having been circulated prior to the meeting and read, were approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. 
4.       14.04.26  Playpark Update:    The Council approved the Post Installation Inspection costs and the Clerk is awaiting confirmation of Inspection Date. There will be no official opening. Thanks for assistance with funding will be placed in SHDC communications and requested inclusion in Bridgetown Alive and Berry Pomeroy Church Newsletter and email databases. 
5.    14.04.26 Clerk’s Report:      
1.   Communications/Correspondence – request for assistance for the removal of the caravan parked on the verge had been received. The caravan owner was now making a ‘garden’ on the verge. The Clerk had emails Localities. Cllr Penfold will assist. 
Numerous emails requesting names being registered on a list for an Allotment. It was agreed that the Clerk & Chair would look at opportunities outside of the Duke of Somerset Estate as it had been indicated that there would be no support until 2027 from the current Lord. 
2. As the Vexatious Communications Policy has been activated and all Cllrs informed, one email communication has been received and placed into the Vexatious Communications folder. 
3. The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the meeting. An additional cheque was added as a S/O which needed authorisation by the beginning of the month could not be sign due to the postponed meeting on 7th April 2026.


MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
4th March 2026 to 7th April 2026
Main Account as at: 24th March 2026	  				£18,012.81
*Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2025	   			£  4,376.38
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.03.26	 £22,389.19
* 2025 Reserve A/C statement now received.

INCOME:   March 2026						 		 £ NIL		
EXPENDITURE MARCH/APRIL 2026 
CANCELLED    Chq.No:  875  Rhino Play (sw) Ltd	CANCELLED    -	£8,989.20
18.03.26    Chq.No:  877 Replacement Chq for Rhino Play (SW) Ltd 	£8,989.20  
07.04.26    Chq.No: 878  HMRC (PAYE)						£370.31
07.04.26   Chq. No: 879  DALC – Annual Subscription				£462.38 							
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – Mar’/April ‘26			£9,821.89
Clerk’s Salary  March 2026							£574.80
Note: Clerk’s Standing Order to be amended to include the increase in Office & Phone Allowance as per the agreed Budget for 2026/27 – amount per month from 20th April 2026 = £596.80. Bank Letter to be signed off. 
Two Further Cheques required signatures which had come in since the postponed 7.4.26 meeting:
14.04.26  Chq No: 880  Lengthsman     £215.00
14.04.26 Chq No:  881 Clerk 	         £22.00    difference to amended S/O not placed in time for inclusion in the April S/O Payment. 

4.  Cllr Penfold was requested to leave the meeting temporarily due to a declared declaration of interest. 
The Co-Option Notice had been published and the deadline for applications was 31st March 2026, However, due to the Resignation of Annette Cuff, a Notice of Vacancy has had to be published. This meant that the Co-option process has to run but no co-option can take place until the Notice of Vacancy 14 day period is concluded to give a clear definition between the two vacancies. 
It was further proposed, agreed and RESOLVED (one abstention Cllr Hooper) that Berry Pomeroy Parish Council would not be co-opting the co-option seat at this time but would review in July 2026.
It was noted that the Clerk/Proper Officer read out the official legislation relating to the above. 

5. ALLOTMENTS: Had been discussed in full under the Clerk’s Report item ‘Correspondence’ .
6. The Internal Audit was now about to commence, the quoted costings were accepted and the Clerk given authorisation to sign off the Letter of Engagement with Devon Assurance Partnership our agreed Internal Auditors (Note: DAP are government auditors).
6.   14.04.26 Date of Next Meeting:   TBC 
7.   14.04.26 Confidential Matters – Part II:  The Council voted to exclude members of the public & press due to the confidential nature of the items to be discussed. 
1. There had been no further communication regarding the Legal Update.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:30hrs.

Signed: ………………………………………………………….Date: tbc
Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett
