DRAFT MINUTES

BERRY  POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on TUESDAY 3rd MARCH  2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett (Chair) Cllr. John Mills (Vice-Chair) Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper. Cllr. Sam Penfold
County Cllrs Cllrs Rake/Hodgson  
District Cllr. Anna Presswell
34 Members of the Public
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
District & County Reports were given and had been distributed prior to the meeting. Reports, where available, can be requested from the Clerk on request. 
There was a short report from the Totnes & District Transport & Traffic Forum. 
A presentation followed by Totnes Community  Allotments & Composting Group followed by Q & A’s.  The Parish Council will have discussions at a future meeting.
				STANDING ORDERS . 
1.	03.03.26   Apologies:  Cllr. Annette Cuff
2.  	03.03.26   Declaration of Interests:    Cllr Penfold - Ref Item 3 (Trustee of TRAYE) & Item 7 (4) (family member application)
3.	03.03.26   Approval of the Minutes of BPPC Meeting held:  Monday 26th January 2026 were approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. 
4.       03.03.26   Official Message from the Deputy Monitoring Officer:  The Clerk/Proper Officer of the Council read a serious message from the Deputy Monitoring Officer which all Members of the Council are to observe. 
5.    03.03.26   TRAYE: The Clerk had received communication from Mr Vidler, however, there was much to discuss before any further progress could be made. The Clerk had attended a Zoom Meeting held by NALC/SLCC regarding the formation of Youth Councils….as there seemed to be a little support at this time, the Clerk will produce a Report for Cllrs and liaise with Mr Vidler. It was further noted that TRAYE was no longer providing its services via the Bridgetown Community Hall and, therefore, there was no provision within the Berry Pomeroy Parish for its youth. There has been a request to use the Scout Hut on Steamer Quay. The use of Berry Pomeroy Village Hall was dismissed as not enough funds had been allocated by the PC  for TRAYE to provide a Youth Service – it was explained by the PC that the Parish Council was not permitted to fund staffing provisions which is where the PCs funding would be spent. The PC was thanked for its allocation of £1500 which stipulates for use by attendees of the Parish and for Trips and equipment purchase only. The situation raised further questions regarding the funding set-aside in the budget 2026/27 for TRAYE. This would be addressed on a future agenda. 
6. 03.03.26     Playpark Update: The PlayPark is now completed. There was little the Contractors could do regarding the size of the Tower as the recommendation was for  ‘toddler’ size play. The Nest Swing area had been completed by our own Lenghtsman at a quarter of the cost quoted by other contractors. The Safety surfacing and the installation of The Nest Swing was now complete. The Park is ready for its final post-inspection followed by the agreed monthly inspections to take place by SHDC. The Clerk will deal with the final completions, and the Park will be open as soon as those have taken place. A table and bench is to be installed (donated by a Resident) this is not being supplied by the Play Park Contractors. It was unanimously agreed to sign off the cheque for the Play Park installers. VAT would be reclaimed. It was confirmed the PlayPark refurbishment had come in under £10,000. It was agreed to release a Press Release once the Park was ready for opening – via SHDC Comms dept, Bridgetown Alive and Totnesians. 
7.   03.03.26   Clerk’s Report:   
1.   Communications/Correspondence – a further email had been received from TRAYE with an invite for one Officer/Cllr to attend their 10 year Celebration to be held at Stover Country Park, this included talks, displays, lunch and a guided tour around the Country Park and a Poetry session. Please let the Clerk know if you wish to attend. The event takes place on 13th April 2026 between 9.20am and 3pm. Tickets can also be purchased. 
There is to be an Assets Briefing – transfer of assets zoom meeting on 19th March 2026 between 5.45pm and 6.45pm. Cllr Penfold is attending and will provide a Report.
The Chair again requested that Cllr Penfold desist in cc’ing him in on every email she sends to the Clerk. Cllr Penfold stated ‘it is protection for me due to the current situation’, this was repeated by Cllr Penfold to every question asked by the Chair and the Clerk. NOTE: the Clerk stated that this was totally undermining of her role. It was further noted that members of the public were present.
2. The Vexatious Communications Policy has been activated. All Cllrs had been informed of this via email .
3. The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the meeting, however, Cllrs stated they had not received the email, it was confirmed the email was sent at 13:50hrs. The Clerk had copies which were distributed and Cllrs were given time to read before approving the contents and was formally signed off by the Chair on the behalf of the Parish Council. Note: The Clerk always had copies of the Monthly Finance Sheet and the Agenda available at meetings should Members require a paper copy for the meeting. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
27th January 2026 to 3rd March 2026
Main Account as at: 24th January 2026	  				£28,964.07
*Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2024	   			£  4.331.25
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.01.26	 £33,295.32
*still awaiting 2025 Reserve A/C statement

INCOME:   January/February 2026				 		 £ NIL		
EXPENDITURE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026 
03.03.26    Chq.No:  875  Rhino Play (sw) Ltd					£8,989.20
03.03.26    Chq.No:  876 Lengthsman – Playpark Area finishing. 
Various Jan/Feb									£   512.36
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – Feb/Mar’26			£9,501.56
Clerk’s Salary  Feb 2026								£574.00
_____________________________________

4.  The Co-Option Notice has been published and the deadline for applications is 31st March 2026.
5. FOI Update – The FOI request had been fulfilled in good time. However, the Requester had requested an Internal Review, this was duly carried out and to the same conclusion – the information requested was Personal Data and could not be provided. The Requester was informed and if dissatisfied, then to make a formal complaint to the ICO – It was the ICO who had also provided good guidance and advice in the response submitted to the Requester.  
6. The Precept had been submitted on time and confirmation of receipt and amount has been received. 
7. The Clerks Cluster LGR Members Meeting is 17th March 2026 – Cllr Flay along with the Clerk will attend. Cllr Penfold will let the Clerk know if she is available to attend. 
8. Report from the Precept & Beyond zoom meeting presented by NALC & the SLCC was attended by the Clerk – basic information was as previously submitted by the Clerk that PCs and Town Councils should substantially increase their budgets/Precepts to accommodate the unknown increase in services which they will have to provide. It had also been discussed in full the need for PCs and Town Councils to ensure that they also looked for funding from other sources to cover projects and services.
9. LGR It was agreed that a Newsletter informing Berry Pomeroy Parish Residents of the Consultation (26th March end date) and also the implication of suggestions by Plymouth & Exeter conclusions and options, that Berry Pomeroy along with other villages such as Marldon, Littlehempston and Stoke Gabriel be pulled into the Torbay Unitary – the Clerk had made Members aware in November when a District Cllr had informed her of the option within the Re-Imagining Devon 4.1 option. It was agreed that BPPC should make its own response with the help of Cllr Rake’s Blackawton Report. It was further agreed to arrange an extraordinary meeting on 16th March 2026 for the PC to formally agree the response and submission. 
8.   03.03.26   Date of Next Meeting:   Tuesday 7th April 2026 @ 7.15pm 
9.   03.03.26   Confidential Matters – Part II:  The Council voted to exclude members of the public & press due to the confidential nature of the items to be discussed. 
1. The legal update had not been received.
2. The Clerk/Proper Officer, as is her statutory duty, informed Members of a Data Request having been received from Devon & Cornwall Police, which had subsequently been suspended. There was a lively discussion as to the reasons etc., It was clearly explained that no details would or could be given and it was purely an informative notification to members as per legislative requirements. 
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:40hrs.

Signed: ………………………………………………………….Date: 7th April 2026
Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett
