DRAFT MINUTES

 POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 26th January 2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett (Chair) Cllr. John Mills (Vice-Chair) Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. Annette Cuff, Cllr. Sam Penfold
District Cllr. Georgina Allen   County Cllr Jacqi Hodgson
Two members of the public 
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
A member of the public had requested that the Draft Budget and supporting papers were available for the public prior to the meeting. It was explained that this is not appropriate and could cause problems as Cllrs had not agreed the budget and supporting papers could hold confidential information. Further, it is not a legal requirement for the draft budget to be published prior to discussion and approval. 
Complaint of Conflict between two of the Council’s Policies – after investigation it has been confirmed there is no conflict. 
District & County Reports are available from the Clerk on request. 
Chair’s Statement – available from the Clerk
Clerk’s statement  - available from the Clerk

				STANDING ORDERS . 
1.	26.01.26   Apologies:  Cllr. David Hooper
2.  	26.01.26   Declaration of Interests:    NONE Declared. 
3.	26.01.26   Approval of the Minutes of BPPC Meeting held:  Tuesday 12th January 2026 were agreed, approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. It was repeated that Minutes distributed prior to the meeting were taken as read and approved. If there are to be any requests for amendments they must be sent to the Clerk prior to the meeting for consideration and amending if required then re-sent to all Members prior to the meeting. Cllr. Hooper requested that the Allotment section be amended to include himself as Joint Tenant – agreed and amended. Cllr. Penfold had requested amendments which were not accepted. Cllr Penfold objected. Cllr. Cuff was not present at the meeting and therefore, could not vote. Cllr. Flay, Cllr. Mills and Cllr Bennett voted and agreed the Minutes.
4.       26.01.26  The Budget & Precept: Members were requested to Revoke the Council’s budget decisions of 25th November 2025 at the Request of Cllrs Penfold & Hooper and to REVIEW the Budget at this meeting. It was proposed by Cllr. Penfold and seconded (in Cllr Hooper’s absence) by Cllr Mills. It was unanimously agreed to REVOKE the Council’s budget decision of 25/11/25.  
The Chair then asked members if they required the Clerk to leave the meeting whilst Item 1 on the Revised Budget was being discussed. No one objected to the Clerk staying. 
The Chair proposed that Members of the Public and Press leave the room, seconded by Cllr Flay and unanimously agreed, due to the confidential nature of the 1st item on the draft budget. 
The Revised Budget had been circulated prior. 
The budget was finally agreed and the Precept set at £27,340 for the Year 2026/27. Proposed,  seconded and unanimously Resolved to set the Budget & Precept at £27,340 for 2026/27.
5.    26.01.26   Playpark Update: The Clerk will contact the Contractors to discuss some issues and resolutions. It was confirmed out Lengthsman would make good the safety area for the Nest Swing to be completed. 
6.   26.01.26  Clerk’s Report: 
1.   Correspondence: 
MP Caroline Voaden wishes to use any promotional social media to promote her Summer Surgeries – BPPC has offered their website only as do not have any other options. Purely to promote the surgeries and on the understanding that no political promotion was included. 
Caroline Voaden will also make arrangements to visit the Parish Cllrs at a future PC meeting. 
Correspondence regarding Draft Budget Publication and Conflict of Policies – were dealt with during the Public Forum. 
2.  The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the Meeting and was agreed and approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
6th November 2025 to 26th January 2026
Main Account as at: 24th December 2025  	  			£30,656.52
*Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2024	   			£  4.331.25
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.12.25	 £34,987.77
*still awaiting 2025 Reserve A/C statement
INCOME:   November/December 2025				 		 £ NIL		
EXPENDITURE NOVEMBER 2025 
26.01.26    Chq.No:  874  Lengthsman						£58.50
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – Nov’25/Jan’26			£58.50
Clerk’s Salary  Nov 2025								£574.00
Clerk’s Salary  Dec 2025								£574.00
Clerk’s Salary Jan  2026								£574.00
3.Late Planning Application: Application to determine change of use – Barn at Tracey’s Farm, Longcombe. For Information only.
4. Confirmation of an FOI Request – The Clerk as the GDPR Officer is dealing with the request. 
7.    26.01.26  Allotment & Composting Site:   Update from Bob Carpenter to ensure reports regarding BPPC involvement are accurate. Totnes Allotments & Composting Group have agreed to attend our next meeting to discuss and present their options and listen to the Parish Council’s concerns.
8.   26.01.26   Confidential Matters – Part II:  The Council voted to exclude members of the public & press due to the confidential nature of the items to be discussed. 
Personnel & Members items were discussed. Explanations given. Still awaiting updates from various investigations.
9.   26.01.26   Date of Next Meeting: Agreed previously.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:40hrs.





Signed: ………………………………………………………….Date: 3rd March 2026
Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett
