
 POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 12th January 2026 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett (Chair) Cllr. John Mills (Vice-Chair) Cllr. Marie Flay. 
Cllr. David Hooper, Cllr. Sam Penfold
There was one member of the public 
Clerk: Mrs S Watt

THERE WAS NO PUBLIC FORUM AT THIS MEETING AND NO QUESTIONS HAD BEEN RECEIVED.  DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS HAD BEEN CIRCULATED PRIOR. NO QUESTIONS FOR THOSE CLLRS HAD BEEN RAISED. 
All reports are available from the Clerk on request. 

				STANDING ORDERS . 
1.	12.01.26   Apologies:  Cllr. Annette Cuff
2.  	12.01.26   Declaration of Interests:    NONE Declared. However, it was noted that Cllr Hooper had an interest in Item 7 on the Agenda.
3.	12.01.26   Approval of the Minutes of BPPC Meeting held:  Tuesday 25th November 2025 were agreed, approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. It was repeated that Minutes distributed prior to the meeting were taken as read and approved. If there are to be any requests for amendments they must be sent to the Clerk prior to the meeting for consideration and amending if required then re-sent to all Members prior to the meeting. 
4.       12.01.26  Confidential Matters:  The Chair requested a show of hands to request any members of the public or press present to leave the meeting due to the confidential nature of the items to be discussed. This was unanimoiusly agreed. The member of the Public present was duly asked to leave and did so. 
Confidential Matters Item 1 & 3. It was confirmed that an Officer did not have to leave the room when certain items were being discussed on the Draft Budget. An Officer of the Council does not make decisions and does not have a vote. 
It was agreed that a Revised Budget would be produced by the Clerk/RFO and sent to Members to discuss at a meeting to be held on Monday 26th January 2026 – this meeting will replace the scheduled meeting for February 2026. 
It was confirmed that a motion requested by two Cllrs had been received as the budget had already been discussed, agreed and voted on at the meeting held on 25th November 2025. The Proper Officer confirmed the item would be put on the agenda for Monday 26th January 2026. This was agreed by all Cllrs present.
An allegation against the Officer of the Council had been made by three Cllrs (2 Parish Cllrs & 1 District Cllr) that on two occasions the Officer of the Council had failed to declare a Pecuniary interest. 
It was confirmed by the Chair, that he had received confirmation from DALC and NALC and the Officer, that the Officer is not required to declare a Pecuniary Interest as they do not have the power to make decisions or vote on items on the agenda. Further it was formally stated that the Officer receives absolutely no remuneration from a CIC to which they are associated and in fact stated at the deciding meeting in 2024 that they could only ‘read the application for grant funding’ as they were indeed associated with the CIC as a matter of courtesy to the Parish Council. 
The accusations of financial gain were totally unfounded and had caused immense distress. A statement was provided to all Members from the Chair of the organisation to which the Officer is associated which stated that not one Director or Company Secretary received any remuneration whatsoever from the CIC and that their accounts were open for perusal to confirm the statement.
The Officer stated that the accusations were vile and disgraceful and could have jeopardised the essential work the CIC provides to the Community. 
Confidential Matters Item 2: It had been confirmed that there had been breaches of the Officer’s confidentiality regarding Employment Matters which potentially breached Employment Law. NALCs WorkNest had been advising DALC who in turn provided the advice to the Officer & Chair that there had indeed been a breach and that a Grievance procedure should be followed. Members were reminded that an employee’s conduct, employment status, salary etc. was confidential and relative the Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Members only. (Cllrs outside of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council have no authority over Parish Council Business nor its employees.) Serious breaches could result in the Parish Council being brought into disrepute and subject to claims. 
Confidential Matters Item 4: 
The Chair and Clerk had a legal duty to report to the Members that Complaints had been submitted to the Monitoring Officer and internally. No further information would be given until the conclusion of investigations by the Assessing Officer. The internal complaints had been dealt with in items 1 & 3 above. 
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS CLOSED.
5.    12.01.26   Playpark Update: The PlayPark was still being completed with the installation of the new play equipment. An area where the Nest Swing is being installed required some further groundworks. Cllr. Hooper stated that the play tower was very small, the Clerk agreed, but stated that Parkfield Playpark was a ‘toddler’ playpark area, however, the Clerk stated that the tower was way to small and not relative to the design submitted prior to contracting and is contacting the Playpark installers accordingly. 
6.   12.01.26  Clerk’s Report: The Clerk stated that they had looked again at the Budget & Precept and had not yet submitted the latter. The Clerk had identified where there were potential savings and these would be discussed at the meeting on Monday 26th January 2026 which was just before the Precept Submission date. 
The Monthly Finance Sheet had been circulated prior to the Meeting and was agreed and approved and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council. 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT:
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
6th November 2025 to 12th January 2026
Main Account as at: 24th December 2025  	  			£30,656.52
*Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2024	   			£  4.331.25
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.12.25	 £34,987.77
*still awaiting 2025 Reserve A/C statement

INCOME:   November/December 2025				 		 £ NIL		
EXPENDITURE NOVEMBER 2025
2.11.25    Chq.No:   870  TRAYE - Grant						£250.00
12.01.26  Chq.No.   871  HMRC PAYE						£370.31
12.01.26  Chq.No.   872  Lengthsman – various November maintenance	£226.63
12.01.26  Chq.No.   873 NALC Precept Zoom meeting (Feb’26)/stationery £59.84
Total Expenditure via cheque payments – Nov’25/Jan’26			£906.78
Clerk’s Salary  Nov 2025								£574.00
Clerk’s Salary Dec  2025								£574.00
END
The Clerk apologised that certain aspects of her report had been delayed because of the anxiety, distress and fire-fighting which had been thrown at her over the last two months.
The Clerk’s Cluster & Members meeting scheduled for 20th January 2026 at Totnes Guildhall had been cancelled as there had been no update from the relevant sources regarding the progress of the LGR. These updates are not SHDC related but coming from NALC/SLCC and other Government bodies to which the Clerk’s are working including the Precept & Beyond meetings which the Clerk attends regularly. The next meeting at the Guildhall in Totnes is now scheduled for some time in March. The Clerk will confirm later and request names of Members who would like to attend.  
7.    12.01.26  Allotment & Composting Site:   NOTE: Cllr. Hooper is the Joint Tenant Farmer: Cllr Birch had stated to the Totnes Community Allotment & Composting Group that no progress could be made with a Pre-App without the support of 1. The Tenant Farmer and 2. Berry Pomeroy Parish Council, the latter having to be the applicant. A statement from the Allotment Group had been received and circulated to Members prior to the meeting. 
It was discussed and agreed that further information was required together with investigating other sites. The Clerk was requested to invite the Allotment & Composting Group to the Parish Council’s March meeting for a presentation with visuals to allow Members to discuss further. 
8.   12.01.26   Date of Next Meeting: Agreed earlier and unanimously resolved to hold the next meeting on Monday 26th January 2026.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:20hrs.

