
DRAFT
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Berry Pomeroy Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall
PRESENT: Cllr. Graham Bennett (Chair),). Cllr. Marie Flay. Cllr. Sam Penfold, Cllr Mills (Vice Chair), Cllr. David Hoooper
District Cllr. Allen. County Cllr. Hodgson
Clerk: Mrs S Watt
THE CHAIR INFORMED THOSE PRESENT THAT THE MEETING WAS BEING RECORDED TO ASSIST THE CLERK WITH THE ACCURATE FORMATION OF THE MINUTES
THERE WERE NO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT AND NO QUESTIONS HAD BEEN RECEIVED 
The meeting commenced with Reports from the County/District and Ward Cllrs. All Reports are available from The Clerk on request. 
There were no Police Reports. 
				STANDING ORDERS 
1.  04.03.25	Apologies:  Cllr Hawkins
2.  04.03.25	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Hooper, Flay & Mills – Agenda Item 8
3.  04.03.25	Approve Minutes of: The Parish Council meeting held 4th February 2024 – were agreed and signed on behalf of the Parish Council, by the Chair, as a true record of the meeting.
4. 04.03.25 RECORDED MEETING PROTOCOL:  The Recorded Meeting Policy had been distributed to Cllrs. It was proposed, seconded and agreed unanimously to adopt the Policy and was duly signed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett.
5. 04.03.25 VOTE TO USE PUBLIC MONEY –  for a Royal Mail Recorded Delivery Service to Cllrs who do not use the Internet.  Discussed, proposed and seconded and agreed unanimously.
6.  04.03.25 GRANT REQUEST: There has been a grant request received from Berry Pomeroy Village Hall Charity in the sum of £1500 and the Repayment of Admin Fees to the Charity, for use to replace a Wifi system, new tables, projector and screen and various other general requirements and improvements. It was noted, that the Parish Council had provided a grant of £3000 two years ago to Bridgetown Community Hall. The situation was discussed, proposed and seconded and unanimously agreed. The Clerk to raise a cheque for signature. 
It was further noted, that the Clerk’s time is given voluntarily and is currently donating between 20 to 30 hours per week in the administration of the Charity on behalf of the Trustees as the Principle Administrator and a member of the Village Hall Management Committee, a legal Committee as dictated by the Deeds of the Village Hall. 
7. 04.03.25	Clerk’s Report: 
a. An application has been received for co-option to the Council for the seat made vacant last year. The legal process has already been applied and co-option can take place at any time. It was discussed, proposed and seconded, that the Parish Council would like to meet the Candidate before the co-option, it was pointed out that this will have to happen after Purdah i.e. at the May meeting of the Parish Council, which is also the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting together with the Annual Parish Meeting.
b. The monthly finance sheet had been circulated prior and was duly agreed and signed on behalf of the Council by the Chair, Cllr. Graham Bennett.
BERRY POMEROY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PAYMENTS
5th February 2025 to 3rd March 2025

Bank Account Balances as at : 24th January 2025 
NOTE: *February 2025 statement not yet received.
Santander Main Account 							£38,504.23
Santander Reserve Account to 5th June 2024				£  4,331.25
Berry Pomeroy Parish Council total balance as at 24.01.24	           £42,835.48

INCOME:	
February 2025: Repayment for Clerk’s Admin time from Berry Pomeroy Village Hall – February 2025. 									£329.60
EXPENDITURE: Feb/Mar 2025
20.02.25  Clerk’s  Monthly Salary paid by Standing Order		           £526.16
04.03.25  Chq.No; 839 Visionict – Annual Email hosting fee			£144.00
04.03.25 Chq. No: 840 tbc								£ tbc

c. The start of Purdah was confirmed as 25th March 2025 – the Parish Council must very careful in its actions and decisions during this time. It was agreed that the 80th Anniversary of WWII would have to be put on hold as some Cllrs were unable to access their Locality funding, which would have been part of the funding to put on the event, would not be available until after 1st May. It was agreed that any 80th Celebration may be held in conjunction with the Berry Fest in June 2025. The Clerk will talk with the PTA who are organising the event to see if they would be willing for the Parish Council to participate.
d. There are no Cllr holidays scheduled.
e. There were no late Planning Applications.
f. It was agreed that Cllr Penfold would represent the Parish Council at the National Planning Guidance Zoom meeting on Wednesday 12th March at 5pm
   It was further agreed that the Clerk would obtain the slides from the Tackling Anti Social Behaviour Conference held by Devon & Cornwall Constabulary and will attend part of the Conference after her training session.
g. Some Cllrs are interested in attending the Salt Marsh opening by attending the evening film at Totnes Cinema. Those who wish to attend will inform the Clerk.
8.  04.03.25	PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
022/25/FUL Land at Sx 823605 Berry Pomeroy: SHDC Ref: 027253 – NO COMMENT (1 declaration of interest)
0304/25/HHO – 28 Courtfields – timber framed porch and decking – 2 in Support, 1 Abstention, 2 Declarations of Interest.
9.  04.03.25	PART II: The Council voted to exclude members of the public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
  	1. b & c above had been covered during the Clerk’s Report
2. The Chair deferred the item to a later date – however, there was an informal discussion which did not result in a resolution.
3. Not Discussed
4. It was reported that a Cllr had had to reluctantly resign due to a serious health issue.
    The legal notices will be published in due course, Purdah permitting.
10. 04.03.25  Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 1st April 2025 at Berry Pomeroy Village Hall.
The Meeting Closed at 21:30hrs

Signed:………………………………………………….Date: 1st April 2025
Chair:  Cllr. Graham Bennett
